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The logo for the 55th Regular Convention of the English District Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod was designed by Arlen Meyer.

Arlen explains the logo represents: "Our God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - He gives
His love and grace to all and leaves it up to those in the church, those who revel in His
grace, to make God's great love known. We are those people!”

The upper portion of the logo features the creative Hand of God to symbolize our
Trinity, and he used red imagery to focus on the Son and Holy Spirit. Arlen also blended
his art to reflect the multi-cultural aspects of the English District.

It is with great thanks to Arlen Meyer that we have such a beautiful representation in
this logo and that we can use it for this year's convention.



Igniting Christ's Church In Mission

for the 2015 LCMS English District Convention
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Saints, bright in white, re - flec - ting the stor - y:
Or - ange atsun-set, wait- ingfor Je - sus,

"Heav-en and earth now are full of His glor -y."
Soon to be lit by His face when He sees us!

Permission is hereby granted to copy this hymn text, tune & setting as published for use in worship during the 2015-18 Triennium.



THE CONVENTION ELECTION PROCESS

Nomination and election procedures are prescribed in Synod’'s Handbook and our District
Manual of Policies/Operations.

This Convention's Committee on Nominations was elected at the 2012 District Convention. In a
letter dated December 15, 2014, congregations were asked to submit names of eligible persons
to be considered for the Committee on Nominations. The deadline for nominations was
February 17, 2015.

Three different procedures are prescribed according to the office involved:

1)

2)

3)

Nominations for the office of President (Bishop & President) or Vice President are directed
by the District Secretary from the congregations to the Convention. The Committee on
Nominations has no input. All congregations in their respective Regions of the District
nominate up to two candidates for Vice President from their own Region. However, the
Convention as a whole elects each Region's vice president (per Synod bylaw 4.7.3). The five
pastors with the highest number of nominations for President who accept nomination are
placed on the ballot. The three pastors from each Region with the highest number of
nominations for Vice President who accept nomination are placed on the ballot. (In case of
a tie in the number of nominations, all those tied and accept nomination are placed on the
ballot.) No nominations are permitted from the floor of the Convention. Candidates
receiving a majority on the first ballot shall be declared elected. When a second or
succeeding ballot is required to reach a majority, the candidates receiving the fewest votes
and all candidates receiving less than 15% of the votes cast shall be dropped from the
ballot, unless fewer than two candidates received 15% or more of the votes cast, in which
case the three highest candidates shall constitute the ballot. In every election balloting
shall continue until every position has been filled by majority vote. After four Vice
Presidents are elected, they are ranked by ballot by the whole Convention, First through
Fourth Vice President.

To elect Circuit Visitors, each Circuit shall meet prior to the District Convention as a Circuit
Forum and select a Circuit Visitor for the coming triennium (2013 LCMS Handbook, pp.
196-199, Bylaw 5.2), with ratification of the slate of Circuit Visitors at the District
Convention. Nominations for candidates for the office of Circuit Visitor may be submitted
by a voting congregation of the Circuit and suggested by the District President, in
consultation with the Praesidium of the District. If a run-off between two candidates for
Circuit Visitor is needed, the District Secretary will distribute ballots to the Circuit for the
two highest candidates at the Circuit caucuses at the Convention. If there is no Circuit
Visitor, the District President shall appoint one. The Convention shall have the right to alter
the slate by amendment. The Convention shall then ratify the slate of Circuit Visitors, which
ratification shall constitute the election.

At least one nominee for each position to be filled as District Secretary and as an elected
member of the Board of Directors and Committee on Nominations is selected by the
Committee on Nominations from those submitted to them by the congregations. Additional
nominations are permitted from the floor of the Convention provided a written "consent to
serve if elected” statement is submitted to the District Secretary. Candidates receiving a
majority on the first ballot shall be declared elected. When a second or succeeding ballot is
required to reach a majority, the candidates receiving the fewest votes and all candidates
receiving less than 15% of the votes cast shall be dropped from the ballot, unless fewer
than two candidates received 15% or more of the votes cast, in which case the three
highest candidates shall constitute the ballot. In every election balloting shall continue until
every position has been filled by majority vote.
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The Bishop/President and Vice Presidents will be installed at the Convention's opening
Divine Service or, if the elections are held following the opening Service, at the closing
(Memorial Divine Service). The District Secretary, Circuit Visitors, Board of Directors,
Committee on Nominations and Endowment Fund Board of Managers will be installed at
the closing Divine Service.

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

A. Purpose of Parliamentary Law and Procedure

Parliamentary procedure assists a deliberative and decision-making assembly in carrying out
its purpose and aims in an orderly, fair, and expeditious manner.

It is not the purpose of parliamentary procedure to make the conduct of business in an
assembly difficult, to entangle an assembly in technicalities, or to provide a channel for
individuals to flaunt their parliamentary knowledge.

Parliamentary law protects six basic rights:

The right of the majority to make a decision;

The right of the minority to be heard in hopes that it may become the majority;
The right of absentees to be protected,;

The right of the assembly to be comfortable and to hear;

The right of the individual member to be honored,;

And the orderly consideration of one subject at a time.

Ol WN —
= —

B. Basic Steps of Parliamentary Procedure

The chair and members of the assembly should be acquainted with and observe eight basic
parliamentary steps to take care of convention business in an orderly and fair manner:

MEMBERS:

1. Address the Chair: "Rev. Chair" (or "Rev. Bishop” or “Rev. President"). The members
asking for the floor must identify themselves by name and congregation or other entity
of the District they represent.

2. Await recognition by the Chair.

3. Make the motion. "I move that..."

4. Second the motion (unless not required).

CHAIR:

5. States the motion (or rules it out of order).

6. Calls for discussion (unless motion is undebatable).

Ample opportunity must always be given for expression of opinion and for discussion.

7. Takes the vote (or "calls the question”).
A tie vote defeats the motion, since a majority is required to adopt - unless the motion
requires a 2/3 vote.
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8.

State the results.
The vote does not go into effect until the results are announced.

BASIC PARLIAMENTARY PRINCIPLES FOR CONVENTION

1.

A district delegate convention is a parliamentary assembly called to deliberate and to
make decisions. It receives the reports of the district president, executive staff, board of
directors and various committees or mission action teams. In addition, the Convention
deliberates and makes decisions on recommended resolutions of designated floor
committees, which have considered proposed resolutions (overtures) from
congregations.

All voting delegates have equal rights, privileges, and obligations.

The vote of the majority decides. The will of a District Convention is determined by the
taking of a vote.

Free discussion of every proposition or resolution presented for decision is an
established right for all delegates, voting and advisory. To accomplish the closure of
debate a delegate must gain the recognition of the chair and, without any comment for
or against the pending resolution, say, "I move the previous question.” If seconded, this
motion is put to an immediate vote. If adopted by a two-thirds majority, discussion is
finished and the pending resolution is put to the assembly without further debate. The
convention has the right to decide when it has heard sufficient discussion. This right,
however, should be exercised with restraint.

Both proponents and opponents of a given proposal have rights, which must be
safeqguarded. The decision belongs to the majority, but the right to discuss, the right to
be heard, and the right to oppose should be upheld. A member of the majority on one
question is often a member of the minority on another.

The simplest and most direct parliamentary procedure for accomplishing a purpose
should be followed rather than taking devious routes and multiplying technicalities.

Every delegate has the right to know what question is before the Convention and what
its effect will be, for every action taken by a deliberative body should be taken
knowledgeably.

Voting delegates are not bound and are not to be bound by previous instructions of
their home or neighboring congregations.
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PROPOSED STANDING RULES

1.

Delegates wishing to address the Convention, when recognized by the Chair, shall state
their names and the name of their congregation or other entity of the district they
represent.

An electronic response system shall ordinarily be used to register votes. When not in
use for motions before the Convention, the Chair shall call for a voice vote and the
raising of the right hand.

Questions of privilege shall ordinarily be addressed in writing to the chair, or its
appointeeg, instead of consuming Convention time.

Resolutions prepared by the floor committees which are not acted upon by the
Convention before adjournment die. The subject matter may be reintroduced at the next
Convention by means of an overture.

Unless covered by these standing rules of the convention, parliamentary procedure
shall be governed by the most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order.

When speaking to the question on the floor, a delegate shall attempt to speak directly
for or against the question. When the chair notes that there are many delegates waiting
to speak to a given question, the chair may, at his discretion, invoke a two-minute
speaking rule. The chair shall notify the assembly when this rule becomes effective.

The use of electronic devices (e.g. iPads, cell phones, and laptops) shall be permitted in
the delegate section of the Convention. These devices must have the sound on “mute”
at all times and should only be used for Convention business, such as viewing the
Convention Workbook online. Courtesy, discernment, and good churchmanship should
be demonstrated at all times with the use of such devices and must not distract from
each delegate's responsibilities.
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2015 CONVENTION of the
ENGLISH DISTRICT of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

[.N.I.
APPOINTMENTS

Nominations Committee.............cccoccovornnn.... Co-chairs: The Revs. Daniel Pezzica and Luke Zimmerman with
The Rev. Dr. Robert Fitzpatrick, District Secretary, Advisor

Floor Committees:
Committee #1 Church and Theology.............. . The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Naumann with
Commrttee members of the Buffalo Circuit #5 & Pittsburgh Circuit #6
The Rev. Dr. Jamison Hardy, 2" Vice President, Advisor

Committee #2 Missions/Evangelization.... .. The Rev. Steve Duescher with
Committee members of the Nevada Utah San Dlego & Los Angeles Circuits #21, 22, & 23
The Rev. R. Wayne Morton, 15t Vice Presrdent Advisor

Committee #3 Administration/Structure.... ..The Rev. Stephen Alles with
Commlttee members of the Canada East & West Circuits #7 & 8
The Rev. Derek Mathers, 3" Vice President, Advisor

Committee #4 Congregational Services... . . .. The Rev. Douglas Hoag with
Commlttee members of the Chlcago North & South Circuits #15& 16
The Rev. Rob Rogers, 41" Vice President, Advisor

Committee #5 Elections.... e .. The Rev. Bob Tauscher with
Commlttee members of the CIeveIand West & Akron/CIeveIand East Circuits #9 & 10
The Rev. Kenneth Rankin & The Rev. Peter Bauernfeind, Advisors

Special Committees/Positions:
Convention Chaplains................cccoecusecenrenseennee. The Rev. James Elsner and The Rev. Dr. Vern Schindler
Parliamentarian... et erteet e s s st st est st ses s inse e tesnnesneesneesreenneeeenneenneeneeene. 1HE REV. DI JOhN Stieve
Ministerial Health Commlssmn The Rev. Dr. Ronald Farah, Chair
WOrShip COMMILEE............cooieeere ettt sttt s s srt e s The Rev. Wayne Berkesch, with
The Rev. David Rutter, Convention Organist;
The Rev. and Mrs. Robert Voelker (Convention Hymn); and
Jonathan Swett, Choir Director

District Convention Essayist...............ccccccormicercnnevecverernneneene.. The Rev. Ted Krey, DRLM Lead Missionary
& Latin America-Caribbean Regional Director

Theological Convocation Facilitator......................... The Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, CTCR Executive Director
Convention Homiilist................................. The Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, President, LCMS (Opening Service)
Transportation CoOmmittee.............ccooucorrmenicrrernenreeeene e seeeenes Detroit North & South Circuits # 11 & 12
Banquet Committee............................ Western Michigan Circuit #13, with The Rev. Jonathon Krenz, MC,
and banquet music by The Rev. Rennie Kaufmann & Esther Kaufmann

Youth Delegate Coordinators...................cccccoeeurrrrrrcrcrnnnnne. Congregational Services Exec. DCE Lavern Kruse
DCE Dan Huth and Mrs. Sabrina Urlaub with The Rev. Justin Laughridge

CONVENTION BANNEL ..ottt ettt ces e asses e ss b e sas s e s s s s s s s s et et et et et et Kay Ardner

Consideration has been given to not always utilizing the same Circuits and Circuit Visitors, but rather, in reviewing of
previous District Convention appointments, to spread around and share Committee responsibilities.
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ENGLISH DISTRICT OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

What is the The English District is one of thirty-five Synodical districts which make up The

English District? Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Two districts of the Synod are non-
geographic, the English District and the SELC District. All other districts are
limited to a geographic territory, such as Southern lllinois or Texas.

What is the At one time, the English District was an independent Lutheran Synod in North
history of the America, organized in 1888 as the “English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of
English District? Missouri." Its history actually goes back to colonial times.

In the early days of Lutheranism in the United States, a prominent Lutheran family named Henkel
provided pastoral leadership for the church in Virginia. The Henkels were concerned about Lutheran
confessional teaching and in 185 published the first English edition of the Book of Concord, the
Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Members of the family were responsible for
establishing several Lutheran synods in the United States. One of those Synods was the Tennessee
Synod, organized in 1820 by the Rev. Paul Henkel. The Tennessee Synod believed firmly in the
authority of God's Word. It insisted on strong catechetical training within the congregations.

Immediately after the American Civil War, Pastor Polycarp Henkel, grandson of founding patriarch
Paul Henkel, served as Pastor of Zion Church, Gravelton, Missouri. A group of pastors from the
Tennessee Synod learned of the existence of the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri,
Ohio, and other states, a strong confessional synod headed by Dr. C. F. W. Walther, headquartered in
St. Louis. Tennessee Synod pastors and laymen in Missouri invited Dr. Walther to meet with them. In
August, 1872, representatives of the “German Missouri Synod" met with the pastors and
congregations of the Tennessee Synod in Gravelton. Dr. Walther presented sixteen theses, which
expressed the confessional positions of the German Missouri Synod. While the theses were in
English, the discussions were conducted both in German and English since the Tennessee Synod
members did not speak German. As a result of the meeting, “The English Evangelical Lutheran
Conference of Missouri" was organized. In 1888 the English Conference of Tennessee Synod in
Missouri was organized as a separate Synod, the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri.
However, the new English Missouri Synod continued attempts to be one organically with “the German
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States."

The attempts finally came to fruition when, in 1911, the “English Missouri Synod" was accepted into
the “German Missouri Synod" as a synodical district. The English Missouri Synod did not want
amalgamation, yet wanted to be part of that Missouri Synod because of its confessional and
scriptural Evangelical Lutheran stance.

When the union of the two synods was effected, the sainted Dr. Harry Eckhardt, then President of the
English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, said, “We come here to join ranks with you and
march with you, hand in hand, shoulder to shoulder, bearing farther and farther into the world of lost
sinners the one saving Gospel, whether it be by means of the German language or the English or any
tongue, just so it be the old Gospel. We have been in one faith. Now we are one in organization. May
we ever be one and inseparable.”

Prior to Dr. Eckhardt, Doctors F. Kuegele, William Dallmann, and Adolph Meyer were
Bishop/Presidents of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri. When the “English
Missouri Synod" came into the “German Missouri Synod" in 1911, Dr. Harry Eckhardt was elected its
first President. Since Dr. Eckhardt, the English District has elected 16 President/Bishops: Dr. Guido
Martin S. Sommer (1912-1915); Dr. J.A. Detzer (1915-1918); Dr. O.C. Kreinheder (1918-1927); Dr.
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Guido Schuessler (1927-1936); Dr. Paul Lindemann (1936-1938); Dr. Martin Walker (1938-1945); Dr.
Herman W. Bartels (1945-1951); Dr. Hugo G. Kleiner (1951-1963); Dr. Bertwin L. Frey (1963-1970);
Dr. John H. Baumgaertner (1970-1974); Dr. Harold L. Hecht (1974-1976); Dr. George Bornemann
(1976-1984); Dr. Donald F. Jung (1984-1986); Dr. Roger D. Pittelko (1986-1997); Dr. David H. Ritt
(1997-2006), and Dr. David P. Stechholz (2006 — present).

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE ENGLISH DISTRICT

Now in the 215 century, the English District shows 161 rostered congregations in the Canadian
province of Ontario and in 19 states of the United States of America. The English District now
ministers in 29 languages and dialects of worship and Bible Study. The District also has campus
ministries at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA; Slippery Rock University, Slippery
Rock, PA; Princeton University, Princeton, NJ; Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI; the
University of Toledo, Toledo, OH; the University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ; and San Francisco State
University, San Francisco, CA. The English District also carries out many human care and
specialized ministries throughout the United States and Canada, especially one with District
funding, Redeemer Lutheran Crisis Center at Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Cleveland, OH.

In 1911, there were 53 congregations. However, during the life of the English District over 500
congregations have been members of the Conference/Synod/District. Today, the District numbers
161 congregations and two new mission starts. The District has 42 parochial schools: 12
elementary, 29 childcare centers/preschools, and one high school: Redeemer Lutheran High
School, Oakmont/Penn Hills, PA.

Some have asked where all those congregations have gone. Most of them have been transferred
to geographic districts of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 33 congregations were released
to form the Southeastern Districtin 1939. Inthe 1940's groups of congregations were released to
form the Montana District, or joined the Texas, Kansas, and Southern Districts. Many
congregations left the English District during the difficult time of the 1970's in the LCMS. Soithas
gone throughout the years. But, as Dr. Eckhardt said in 1911 still holds, “We have been one in
faith. May we ever be one and inseparable with Missouri. We are all contending for the same
sound Lutheranism for which Dr. Walther so unflinchingly stood. We add to all this the old motto
of Missouri: ‘Soli Deo Gloria!" (To God alone be all glory).”

When the English Missouri Synod joined the German Missouri Synod, it presented to the Synod two
colleges for ministerial education, Concordia College at Conover, North Carolina, and St. John's
College at Winfield, Kansas. Both schools have since been closed. It also turned over to the
Missouri Synod several publications, among them “The Lutheran Witness," and “The Lutheran
Guide," a magazine for youth. The Missouri Synod received at that time the publishing rights for
“The Sunday School Hymnal." The English Synod also turned over to the Missouri Synod the full
manuscript for the first English Hymnal of the Synod. In 1912 the German Missouri Synod
published “The Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal," in English, which served until 1941. The English
Synod also generated the idea for the Church Extension Fund. The District's ministry from the
beginning has been to provide for pastoral education, assist congregations in parish education
with materials and programs, and to do mission work within the borders of the United States and
Canada.

For the congregations, pastors, teachers, deaconesses, DCEs, and other church workers in the
District, the English District forms a synodical entity that provides leadership and oversight, as well
as a valuable resource center for evangelization, education, missions, stewardship and worship.
The English District is a collaborative catalyst in Synod and is always available to assist
congregations, schools, and yes, even other districts of the Synod, with help in ministry and
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achievement of encouragement and faith within our Synod and to promote unity in purpose and
organization. The District also serves as a “safety net” in Synod, rightly understood, in receiving
some new congregations and immigrant groups. To that end, the District staff and Board of
Directors are ready to serve and be of help. The entire District, along with the District staff, are, by
the Holy Spirit's power, “Igniting Christ's Church in Mission”. Our mission is that, in faithfully
worshipping the Lord God and in receiving His grace through His holy Word and Sacraments, we
are:

SERVING in our communities,

CONNECTING with the unchurched and dechurched people,
GROWING in faith and numbers, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and
REPRODUCING by planting new churches.

SoLI DEO GLORIA

Whatever pioneering we have done is to the glory of God. Whatever leadership we have shown is
to God's glory. Whatever we accomplish is to God's glory. The seal of the English District is a
double-trunked sycamore tree with common roots representing the common biblical and English
Lutheran origin from which each of the double trunks sprang - The German Evangelical Lutheran
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and other States (since 1947 the LCMS) and the English Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Missouri (now the English District, LCMS). The English District's 100"
Anniversary year (2011-2012) concluded three years ago. By God's grace, in 2013, 8 new
congregations were added to the E.D. representing an increase of 6 congregations. The
intertwining branches at the top represent our common, collaborative mission and ministry work
for the spread of the saving Gospel. May Almighty God keep us steadfast in the one true faith,
“always abounding in the work of the Lord," and moving forward under His grace into the future of
Christ's Church on earth. Our theme for the 2012 — 2015 triennium of the English District, as
adopted by the Board of Directors, has been “Christian Faith Expressed in Courageous Action”
Joshua 1:9. With the election of a new Bishop/District President, Praesidium, and Board of
Directors, new vision and mission directions may result. But what has not changed is the English
District’'s DNA. That DNA is rooted in the Zacchaeus story (Luke 19:10), the man who climbed a
sycamore tree to see Jesus. The Lord Jesus reclaimed him as a “son of Abraham,” redeemed and
forgiven, and the Lord concluded that visit with a statement explaining His mission: “For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Vs. 10). That is the English District's mission, our DNA, to
seek the lost for Christ.

Soli Deo Gloria

Mailing Address: English District
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
33100 Freedom Road
Farmington, MI 48336-4030

Phone Number: (248)476-0039
(800)755-9335

FAX Number: (248)476-0188

Email Address: EDPres1@englishdistrict.org
Facebook Page: English District LCMS
Twitter: @EngDistrictLCMS
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1772

1817

1872

1885

1887

1888

1893

1897

1899

1900

1908

1909

1910

1911

1912

1912
1913
1917
1922

1939

1947
1948

1949-51
1952-54

1954
1956

ENGLISH DISTRICT TIMELINE
A Historical Chronology

Coyners Store, VA, English Lutheran work begun. Later Crimora and Waynesboro,
Virginia. (The Rev. Frederick Kuegele, Pastor, in the late 1800's.)

Reported beginnings of English Lutheran work at Zion, Gravelton, Missouri.
Meeting of English Lutherans with Dr. C. F. W. Walther and others at Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church, English speaking, Gravelton, Missouri. (August 16-
20)

First English preaching graduate from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, to
enter English work. The Rev. Dr. William Dallmann, second graduate, 1886.

First attempt to join German Missouri Synod rejected.

English Evangelical Lutheran Conference of Missouri formed at Bethlehem Church,
St. Louis, Missouri. Renamed “English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri" in
1891.

First English Synod Mission Board. Concordia College, Conover, North Carolina and
St. John's College, Winfield, Kansas, under control of English Missouri Synod.
English Synod reported at work in 24 localities in 13 states and the District of
Columbia.

First Synod Extension loans granted to two Baltimore English congregations: $100
each.

English Missouri Synod appeals again to “German Missouri Synod" to remove the
barriers for District union; appeals turned down again.

German Missouri Synod accepts St. John's College, Winfield, Kansas as
preparatory school for English ministerial students from English Missouri Synod.
Seven points of understanding adopted by English Missouri Synod as articles of
union with German Missouri Synod.

Despite opposition by some leaders, the English Synod in Convention approved
movement toward merger.

May 15 walk from Redeemer, St. Louis to Holy Cross, St. Louis, as the English
Missouri Synod becomes a synodical district of the general synod (the German
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and Other States).

April 27 all transactions reported complete between English and German Synods in
property transfer of Concordia College, Conover, N.C., the Pittsburgh publication
business and "The Lutheran Witness".

The English District begins work in Dallas, Texas.

English work begins in Oklahoma and California.

English work begins in Lincoln, Nebraska.

English work spreads to Missoula, Montana, and to Canada by the reception of St.
John's, Toronto.

33 congregations, 28 pastors, 3,500 communicants with Mission and Extension
funds transferred by the English District to form the Southeastern District of Synod.
German Missouri Synod renamed The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

The English District brings the Missouri Synod into the state of Arizona,
establishing missions at Phoenix and Tucson.

Three Montana congregations released to strengthen the new Montana District of
Synod.

The English District re-enters Georgia at Macon and Atlanta.

The English District adopts a Board of Directors form of government.

English District office building completed at 23001 Grand River Avenue, Detroit,
Michigan, establishing a business center.
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1958-60
1959

1960
1961

1968

1970

1974

1976

1976

1977

1982

1984

1985
1985-89

1987

1991

1993

1994-95
1995
1996
1996

1997

1997

1998

1999

English District redefines its form of government and regulates administration and
the term “Bishop” starts to be used informally.

The English District enters Quebec.

All English District congregations in Texas join the Texas District.

The English District keeps a Golden Anniversary by supporting student work at
universities. Convention Divine Service held at Rockefeller Chapel of the University
of Chicago.

English District votes to establish full-time President.

The Rev. John Baumgartner of Capitol Drive Church, Milwaukee elected first full-
time president. President's office remains in Milwaukee.

Executive Secretary Harold Hecht elected President.

President Hecht removed from office by Synodical President J. A. O. Preus. A third
of the English District congregations leave LCMS to establish the English Synod of
the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC).

The Rev. George W. Bornemann elected President and the task of rebuilding the
District begins. The term “Bishop” continues growing in English District parlance.
The Rev. Kenneth Lindsay called as Executive Secretary of the District. All
subsidized ministries are maintained and new missions are started during the late
1970's.

Dr. Delphin Schulz becomes Parish Services Counselor.

President George Bornemann retires and is succeeded by the Rev. Donald Jung.
The The Rev. Robert Scudieri becomes Mission Executive.

New Bylaws approved.

Period of intense mission activity. Number of congregations and preaching
stations increase from 139 to 170. A District in Mission raises $7.5 million in new
investments in Lutheran Church Extension to fund new missions and existing
congregations.

The Rev. Dr. Roger Pittelko becomes President, and the Rev. Victor Willmann is
called as Stewardship Executive. The use of the term President/Bishop comes into
official usage in the English District, along with the historic term, “Circuit Visitors".
Mr. Ervin Henkelmann becomes Parish Services Executive.

The Rev. Dennis Lorenz becomes Mission Executive; Ms. Beth Kavasch assumes
office as Business Administrator.

The Rev. Victor Willmann and the Rev. Dennis Lorenz accept parish calls.
District office moves to new building at 33100 Freedom Rd., Farmington, Michigan.
Board of Directors studies structure and the policy based governance model.
The Rev. Dr. Richard Drews becomes Mission Executive; Mr. Max Buban assumes
task of Stewardship and Advancement. Mr. Armin Bruer becomes LCEF Vice
President.

The Rev. George W. Bornemann, Bishop-Emeritus dies. Mr. Ervin Henkelmann

is killed in a traffic accident. Mr. Theodore Geheb becomes Parish Services
Executive.

The Rev. David H. Ritt is elected President and Bishop. A new Board of Directors
structure is adopted with policy-based governance. Board of Directors sets
Mission Statement: “Partners in Christ - Working Together - Equipping to Gather.”
The Rev. Robert Fitzpatrick becomes Mission Executive; Mr. Ronald Chewning
assumes task of Stewardship/Advancement; Mr. Dale Lewis becomes LCEF Vice
President.

English District begins MISSIONS ALIVE, $1.7 million campaign for advance site
losses. First year $500,000 goal reached through individual and congregational
gifts.
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50™ Convention of the English District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
held at Concordia University, River Forest, lllinois. The Rev. Dr. David H. Ritt is
elected President/Bishop by acclamation.
Mr. Theodore Geheb retires from his position of Executive Assistant to the
President: Parish Services. Mr. Timothy Ewell becomes the Executive Assistant to
the President: Parish Services. English District pays off $1.7 million Missions Alive
advance site loss debt after 32 months.
The Rev. Ronald Farah appointed Assistant to Bishop.
515t Convention of the English District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
held at Concordia University, River Forest, IL. The Rev. Dr. David H. Ritt re-elected
President/Bishop by acclamation. The Board of Directors approved a mission
deployed staff structure, appointed by the Bishop/President:

Eastern Region: The Rev. Thomas Spahn

Lake Erie Region: The Rev. David Thiele

Midwest Region: The Rev. Dr Paul Bacon

Western Region: The Rev. Dr. David Poedel

Missions Coordinator: The Rev. Ronald Farah
Mr. Daniel Miller becomes Assistant to the President: Business and Finance,
Treasurer.
English District Board of Directors approves and implements District-wide
congregational visitation program called “Pray, Proclaim, Provide" (PPP).
The LCMS moves forward on an Ablaze! incentive to find the lost for Christ.
52" Convention of the English District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
held in Schaumburg, IL. The Rev. Dr. David H. Ritt retires. The Rev. David P.
Stechholz elected Bishop/President. Mrs. Sally Naglich becomes the Assistant to
the Bishop/President: Business & Finance, Treasurer.
The Rev. David Thiele begins work as full-time English District Missions
Executive/Consultant.
Mrs. Teresa Fairow becomes Gift Planning Counselor/Development Director.
53 Convention of the English District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
held at Hales Corners Lutheran Church, Hales Corners, WI. The Rev. Dr. David P.
Stechholz was re-elected Bishop/President by acclamation.
The Rev. David Thiele assumes dual position of Missions Executive and LCEF Vice
President.
With the reception of Jacob's Well, Ft. Wayne, IN and Grace, Vine Grove, KY in
December of 2010 and Gracepoint, Sahuarita, AZ, in March of 2011 as new member
congregations, the English District-LCMS numbers 158 congregations, six (6) new
mission starts, five (5) campus ministries, one (1) human care ministry, and 67
school ministries in 18 states and the Canadian province of Ontario. English District
100" Anniversary Year (2011-2012) commences with Professional Church Workers
Conference in Detroit and May 15, 2011 historical walk in St. Louis, MO.
100" Anniversary concludes with 54" Convention of English District of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod at Concordia Seminary and visit to LCMS
International Center in St. Louis, June 27-30, 2012.
English District is a microcosm of Synod crossing four time zones and giving honor
and praise to God in 29 different languages and dialects of worship and Bible study.
Repeated attempts, over several decades to eliminate English District and force
amalgamation are rejected. English District under God's grace continues to thrive.



Congregations of the old English Synod that are still a part of the English District:

Date Founded Entered English Synod

St. Mark's, Sheboygan, WI 1853 1911
Christ English, Chicago, IL 1891 1895
Calvary, Buffalo, NY 1891 1893
Redeemer, Ft. Wayne, IN 1892 1893
Redeemer, North Tonawanda, NY 1897 1899
Calvary, Mechanicsburg, PA 1899 1899
Redeemer, Oakmont, PA 1900 1907
Mt. Calvary, Lititz (Lancaster), PA 1904 1905
Concordia, Akron, OH 1904 1907

Grace, Elyria, OH 1907 1909



ENGLISH DISTRICT

of

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: The Rev. Dr. David P. Stechholz
33100 Freedom Road, Farmington, Ml 48336-4030

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: The Rev. R. Wayne Morton
2035 S. Penrod Lane, Pinetop, AZ 85935-7426

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: The Rev. Dr. Jamison J. Hardy
107 Carol Drive, McMurray, PA 15317-3274

THIRD VICE PRESIDENT: The Rev. J. Derek Mathers
3200 Bayview Avenue, North York, ON, Canada M2M 3R7

FOURTH VICE PRESIDENT: The Rev. Robert A. Rogers
300 S. Ardmore Avenue, Villa Park, IL 60181-2614

SECRETARY: The Rev. Dr. Robert L. Fitzpatrick
North Ridgeville, OH

TREASURER: Mrs. Sally L. Naglich, CPA
33100 Freedom Road, Farmington, MI 48336-4030

CIRCUIT COUNSELORS/VISITORS

New York: The Rev. Peter Bauernfeind
Philadelphia: The Rev. Luke Zimmerman
Florida: The Rev. Donald Treglown

Georgia:

Buffalo: The Rev. David Beutel

Pittsburgh: The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Naumann
Canada-East: The Rev. Stephen Alles
Canada-West: The Rev. Robert Voelker
Cleveland-Akron: The Rev. Robert Tauscher
Cleveland-West: The Rev. Michael Taylor
Detroit-South: The Rev. Bradford Scott
Detroit-North: The Rev. Timothy Halboth

Western Michigan: The Rev. Eric Forss
Indiana: The Rev. James Elsner
Chicago-North: The Rev. Dr. Paul Bacon
Chicago-South: The Rev. Douglas Hoag
Milwaukee: The Rev. Kenneth Rankin, IlI
St. Louis: The Rev. Michael Stoerger
Arizona-North: The Rev. Steven De Santo
Arizona-South: The Rev. Dr. Vernon Schindler
Nevada/Utah: The Rev. Dr. James Murray
San Diego: The Rev. Steven Duescher
Los Angeles: The Rev. Daniel Pezzica
San Francisco: The Rev. Peter Ledic

DISTRICT OFFICE
33100 Freedom Road, Farmington, MI 48336-4030
Phone: (248)476-0039; FAX: (248)476-0188
www.englishdistrict.org

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Executive Assistant to the President
Congregational Services

Executive Assistant to the President
School Ministry

Executive Assistant to the President
Business and Finance — Treasurer

LCEF Vice President

Mr. Lavern Kruse

Mrs. Gail Holzer

Mrs. Sally Naglich, CPA

The Rev. David Thiele
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr. Albert Amling Mr. Stuart Kahle Mrs. Sally Naglich
Mrs. Jane Duffy Mrs. Charessa Koontz Mrs. Mary Rinda
The Rev. Ben Eder Mr. Paul Lagemann The Rev. Robert Rogers
The Rev. Dr. Robert Fitzpatrick Mr. Terry Leu Mr. Ernest Seaman
The Rev. Dr. Jamison Hardy The Rev. J. Derek Mathers The Rev. Dr. David Stechholz
Mr. Richard Hesselroth The Rev. R. Wayne Morton The Rev. Dr. John Stieve*
ELECTED COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

REGION PASTORS LAYPERSONS

Eastern The Rev. Luke Zimmermanx Mr. William Magill

Lake Erie The Rev. Eric Forss Mrs. Heather Thomason

Midwest The Rev. William Meier Mr. Chris Cassel

Western The Rev. Dan Pezzica* Mr. Tom Honebrink

ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD OF MANAGERS

Eastern Region

Lake Erie Region

Midwest Region

Western Region

Canada Corporation

English District President

English District Treasurer

Board of Directors Representative

The Rev. Fred Gerlach

Mr. Troy Lindsey*

Ms. Rosalie Streng

Mr. Tom Schlitt

The Rev. Raymond Kirk

The Rev. Dr. David Stechholz
Mrs. Sally Naglich

Mr. Ernest Seaman

APPOINTED COMMITTEES

CAMPUS MINISTRY TASK FORCE

The Rev. Todd Arnold, The Rev. Peter Burfeind, The
Rev. Dr. Frank Ciampa, The Rev. Dr. David Dressel*,
The Rev. Curtis Dwyer, The Rev. Martin Erhardt, The
Rev. Robert Kieselowsky, Mrs. Augusta Mennell, The
Rev. Joshua Moldenhauer, The Rev. Michael
Morehouse, The Rev. Michael Scheer, The Rev.
Bradford Scott, The Rev. Dr. David Stechholz, The
Rev. Robert Voelker

CONSTITUTIONS & MEMBERSHIP #
The Rev. Peter Bauernfeind, The Rev. Dr. Thomas
Kraus*, The Rev. Luke Zimmerman

DISTRICT ARCHIVIST
The Rev. Dr. Victor F. Halboth, Jr.

EVANGELIZATION TEAM

The Rev. Eric Carlson, The Rev. John Dienerx, The
Rev. Daniel Grams, DCE Heidi Koehler, The Rev. Adam
Koontz, Mr. Thomas Kuwazaki, DCE Lavern Kruse,
The Rev. Fred Reaman+*, The Rev. Dr. David Stechholz

LIFELINE

The Rev. Michael Brown*, The Rev. John Diener,
Deaconess Jeri Morrison, The Rev. Dr. David
Stechholz, The Rev. Jeffrey Webb, DCE Suzanne
Zobel
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MINISTERIAL HEALTH

The Rev. Dr. Ronald Farah*, Mrs. Talitha Farah, Dr.
Jennifer Gramzow, The Rev. Paul R. Koester, The Rev.
Dr. Dean Pittelko

MISSION COUNCIL

The Rev. Eric Carlson, The Rev. John Diener, The Rev.
Daniel Grams, Mr. Seth Hoeppner, DCE Heidi Koehler,
Mr. Jerry Lancour, The Rev. Justin Laughridge, Mr.
William Magill, The Rev. R. Wayne Morton*, The Rev.
Fred Reaman, The Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, The Rev.
Dr. David Stechholz

RECONCILERS #
The Rev. Dr. Richard Drews, The Rev. Theodore
Predoehl, Mr. Richard Zimmermann

STEWARDSHIP

Mr. Al Achepohl, The Rev. Kerry Buttke, Mrs. Carol
George, Mr. Troy Lindsey, The Rev. Ted Radke, The
Rev. Dr. David Stechholz, The Rev. Michael Stoergers,
Mr. Gary Timm, Mr. Ralph Trendle

WORSHIP
The Rev. Wayne Berkesch+, The Rev. David Rutter

*Chair
#Requires Board ratification
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