September 21, 2011

Dear Pastor and Congregational President/Chair,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
I am writing to you as Secretary of the English District - LCMS, requesting the nomination (or  two) of a pastor from your Circuit to be elected as Circuit Visitor (Counselor).  Who may be nominated and how does this work? The 2010 Synod Handbook, page 198ff. states:
5.2.2     The circuit counselor shall hold his position by virtue of his selection by the circuit forum and ratification by the district convention. 
(a)  Circuit forums shall meet at the call of their circuit counselors to select their circuit counselors no later than the time established by the district. 

(b)  Nominations for candidates for the office of circuit counselor may be submitted by a voting congregation of the circuit and suggested by the district president, in consultation with the praesidium of the district.

(c)  Selection of the circuit counselor shall be by election by written ballot. The privilege of voting shall be exercised by the representatives from each member congregation of the circuit, who shall have been selected in the manner prescribed by the congregation (Bylaw 5.3.2) 

(d)  All nominated pastors serving congregations and emeriti pastors shall be eligible for election in accordance with section 4.3 of these Bylaws. 

(e)  Immediately following the circuit forum, the circuit counselor shall report in writing the results of the selection process to the secretary of the district in preparation for ratification by the district convention. 

(f)   The convention shall have the right to alter the slate by amendment.

(g)  The convention shall then ratify the slate of circuit counselors, which ratification shall constitute election. 

The above-described procedure is for use if your Circuit regularly employs a Circuit Forum. 

Please provide the results of the Forum’s election using the enclosed yellow form, mailing it to me by February 1, 2012 at the latest.

ONLY IF your Circuit DOES NOT gather in forum, please use the following procedures:

1. At a regularly or specially convened meeting of the congregation’s voting body the members by ballot will choose a candidate for the office of Circuit Counselor. Please use the enclosed yellow form for reporting the congregation’s choice to me by February 1, 2012. 

2. Candidates include all Ministers of Religion – Ordained serving congregations (this means “sole” pastors, “senior” pastors, “associate” pastors, “assistant” pastors) AND all emeriti. 

3. The vote of the congregations of the Circuit will select the Counselor whose name will be included with those of all the other Circuits for ratification at the 2012 Convention.

The peace of the Lord be with you!

His servant, and yours,

        Robert Fitzpatrick
The Rev. Robert Fitzpatrick

Secretary, English District – LCMS

