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Best-selling author John Grisham is best known for
his legal thrillers. Many of his novels have gone on
to become blockbuster movies, like The Firm
starring Tom Cruise, The Pelican Brief with actors
Juila Roberts and Denzel Washington,
Runaway Jury with Gene Hackman, and
more. So it comes as a surprise to many
to learn that he also wrote a holiday
novel called, Skipping Christmas. It
was later made into the movie,
Christmas With The Kranks, starring
Tim Allen and Jamie Lee Curtis. It’s
about a plan to skip Christmas.

There was an article last year titled,
“Tragically Ironic’—Pastors Debate
Whether or Not To Hold a Christmas
Day Service This Year.” It describes
the trend in some large church bodies
to skip Christmas services. You may
have noticed this trend among some
congregations in your community. Surprisingly,

one of the reasons given for this is that “Christmas
is an important time for families to be together.”
However, that’s exactly why it’s an opportunity
that’s too good to miss.

It's been noted that “Christmas Eve is the #1
worship service that unchurched and dechurched
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people are willing to attend.” As a result, many
families, including my own, work carefully to invite
our unchurched friends, loved ones and neighbors
to join us in worship at this time. Many of those
unfamiliar faces seated beside the regulars
actually represent the culmination of a lot
of prayers.

After an already hectic Advent
schedule, increased hospital visits at
this time of the year, and your own

family preparations, it can be
tempting to forego writing a full
sermon. It may seem attractive to
replace it with short readings and a
hymn-sing, a dramatic reading, or
a choral presentation to impress the
crowd. However, here’s a golden
opportunity for a joyful Lutheran
sermon which reveals why our loving

God sent His Son into the flesh to rescue

us from our sins and restore us to Himself.

Many have heard Christmas “messages” in other
places which may have missed the point completely.
This may be the first opportunity for them to hear it
clearly and understand what it’s all about. Hearing
God’s Word and your proclamation of our Lord’s
incarnation will be the very best present your guests
will receive.



https://churchleaders.com/news/440807-pastors-debate-christmas-service-this-year.html
https://wels.net/reaching-one-million-souls-with-the-gospel-2-2/#:~:text=According%20to%20Rev.,people%20are%20willing%20to%20attend.

As December is a busy month, and it’s unlikely you have
time to pour over a newsletter, this issue comes to you
simply as a greeting. It also comes with tremendous

gratitude for all your work in sharing our Savior with a
world in darkness and in need of His rescue. God bless
you as you share the best news in the world!

As your church is filled with children bubbling with
- "I ||| excitement, filled with sugar and bursting with energy,
; here are some handy free resources for parents and kids.
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are also available
in Spanish.)

ol

+ o+ o+

|
1

| The Eve of the Nativi
Toright we begn the e
Chistans al over

Check out the

ClipArt Library for a
large variety of free

Christmas Nativity

KIDS IN THE
DIVINE SERVICE
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LCMS Worship
has a Christmas
themed edition
of “Kids In the
Divine Service,”

What makes this night different
from all other nights?

coloring pages.

(Please note: A few
have personal use
restrictions that are
noted on them.)

which you can
print for parents
to share with

the kids.
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https://clipart-library.com/clipart/19-pi7K6b4i9.htm
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/kids-in-the-divine-service-bulletin-insert-christmas
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/kids-in-the-divine-service-bulletin-insert-christmas
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/kids-in-the-divine-service-bulletin-insert-christmas
https://communication.cph.org/christmas-hymn-coloring-pages
https://communication.cph.org/christmas-hymn-coloring-pages
https://communication.cph.org/christmas-hymn-coloring-pages
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2228/download?token=Ooo_wUWD
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2228/download?token=Ooo_wUWD
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/255184/2020-07-16_Coloring-ChristmasTheme_bookmarks.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/255185/2020-07-16_Coloring-ChristmasTheme_notecards.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/255191/2020-07-16_Coloring-ChristmasTheme_bookmarks_Spanish.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/255192/2020-07-16_Coloring-ChristmasTheme_notecards_Spanish.pdf
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2061/download?token=zlz7uxZA
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2061/download?token=zlz7uxZA
https://communication.cph.org/christmas-hymn-coloring-pages
https://clipart-library.com/search1/?q=christmas+coloring+pages+nativity#gsc.tab=1&gsc.q=christmas%20coloring%20pages%20nativity&gsc.page=3
mailto:dart3@twc.com
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2105/download?token=o2kZMzuk
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2105/download?token=o2kZMzuk
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2135/download?token=8x1RmDMM
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2135/download?token=8x1RmDMM
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2178/download?token=2SiGozDY
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2178/download?token=2SiGozDY
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2200/download?token=qrbFfHq0
https://englishdistrict.org/file/2200/download?token=qrbFfHq0
https://files.lcms.org/file/preview/kids-in-the-divine-service-bulletin-insert-christmas
https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/christmas-bookmarks-and-notecards-to-color

