"Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon him while He is
near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may have compassion
on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” Isaiah 55:6-
7 (ESV)

Does this verse call to mind anything...or anywhere? It sounds a lot
like church. All of the critical elements of a Divine Service, with
invocation, confession, absolution, Word and sacrament, all in the Divine Service of sinners in
need of forgiveness and reconciliation, which comes no other way in no other place. Such a
place is each of our mission plants.

This is what our Mission 1-1-1 dollars support for those who are otherwise unchurched or
underserved. Let’s finish strong with our 2025-26 campaign, which ends August 31. We read in
Isaiah 55:11, “...so shall my Word be that goes out from my mouth. It shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which |
sent it.”



